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©ffoEtai and (3) te rm i n al.*-d€- access Ion Icgi £h#oigdi3igax€ 'the* moat 
^4^p port ant 'of the th^eatjp^s, of .activities. In ertac to caKj ciut 
f thaae ao^tlvitle^ e^£id*fetttLy^ all the iBfoMWl 



_ en Mgrired for each ^ 

flefined actiiritf ooat/ba airallable at the i JgM tlBe- aiia ilacel 
howererr at the present tine there are DC ayatiiffis ef iioia 
that are generally ag^efepted as a baaia for defining and id^Jitifyifig^^;^^^^^^ 
man-nade krtifactsi tlil,s needV thli ptcject fceas^di on the 

fereatibniof a tbaaaurtiaf for uae at the Stroiig Baset^s* Thia , - 
&tandarai2;je4-¥©ra ox lexicoiir icelud^a werda wd phxasea^/aid ' 

shows aynonymoua and hierarchical Mord l^yej^a^lcnshipfiand 
dspendencies. Hhtieiit Lb aot 'a paaacea for ^11 itiajBtti catalogi^ttg> 
problenlaf it. can serve as a cotnmon starting Epint in identification v 
actiirities Mhicb are crucial to the cataldgiog pECcesa* A aainflaEy of 
the prelect , its rationale' and proctasei^'^i-rcliaaei ai description of 
it4 lexicon with. ^xanifaLes. (MBE) ' " 



Iff fj, 



( 




* ' Beproduetions suppliea by EDRS aM the ieet tha-t cth b« itt.ade * 
,* : ■ fron the OEiginal dccunent. * 



ERIC 



f < ^ .: ^J / ' . * . NATiG^NAL rNSTlTUTE OF * 

_A !■ leeucAflaii -i.r . 

, = THIS DOCUMtNT MAS BEEN^ felPRQ. 
OMCED eiCACTLV AS RECEIVED FROM 
' . A ^ ^HE PEJISON Or ORGANISATION ORIGIN, 
c ftlNG IT. POtNtS OP yiewdR.OPlNIONS 

' i . STATED op NOT NeC&SSARlLV REPRi, 
S^' j-r'?t.. ' SENT Of^f^lCIAL WAtiON4d! INST 
:. , , X EpueATIQN POSITION OR=PQliC¥ 



MUSElttl DATA BANK RISE^CH REPORT 
Numb^JLO ' ^ 



The^ Onomas tta " Oetepus 
Robert G, Chenhall 



April 1&77 



This report, or portlon^heTeof > may^be , 
reproduced Cor any noii-eomerclal purpose prov Wed 
appropfe(.ate credit la gl^en to the atithor 4nd the 
Mas eum Data Bank Cdtoltt®a as >ubil^^ 



Mij^seum Data Bank Coamittet 
Bob art G * Chenhall ^ Chalriaan 

Margaret Wbodbury Strong flusaMi 
700 Alipn Creek Road :J V 
Rocheiter* N.Y. " 



^'PERMISSION TO REPRqOUDE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BE IN GRANTEp BY 

^ ' Go Chenhall " 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RgSOURCES ■ 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) AND 
USERSOF THE ERIC SYSTIM"- f 



' i ■ Museim records are; somewhat IJke polities in the -United States ' today. 
Everyone deplores the generariy ^dor.^jatate of affairs bxit no one does very' mudh - 
a'Dout, it except to lament , "If only there were a 'littie mbre money, . • , " I aa ; 
siire you .haAre heard the stoi^* ^ : , V v * ' ■ ' 

- ' ~ ~~ ■ - ■ ' . ■ 
^ The; 'fact that so little effort has betfn directed toward escploring the ' 
structure and function of museum r|corde is siirprieingj .for there is an x ' 
extensiye- body of knQwl^dge^vailabl?e concerning record^ke^ping systems in 
general (e,g. 3 see Alexanffer 197^1 Optner ' 190) . Buslnessps and the Goverimenf 
spend millions of dollars ^ach year on what ts^called "infowLation sysUems ^ . 
analysis^" and there ihai be,en a great deal of spillover from thii* into libraries, 
and ttost other human institutlQiis.' But not into musemiE. : * - . v . 



this^paperg we y±X^ "bring,, the analytiqal point of view of a' systems 
^.analyet to bear upon tSe information needs of museims. Our ©"bj^ 
■ flr^t^;'- to preseht ^an" oi^erp.ew^ de^riptlon of the activities^ and information 
^ needs in museums; and tl^m^ to focus .^upon" a particular; 'information^ need-^^-one ^ 
.that has been too long igtered— and to report^ oit a project that 4s ^designed to 
edrreci the situation. * . ■ : ' 

. . . • \ • . ■ . ' ■ .. ■ ' . • ■ . ■ ■ r . \ . . ■■ ■ 

\ ^ . ■ ■ . . i . ^ . „ . 

"^flien.a systems analyBt begins vork^ the first tasks are ^to defihe the 
sub^system being examined and to delineate the activities which are;iiecesiary or^ 
, da&irable parts of that sub^system*; perej Ve will be looking at' those 
abti^ltips perform^^ln a museum which are concerned with the collections, 
.McQ-pnting, paj?^ %Te other ^museum sub-'Syqtems whlc| 

tdiUd; btiex^lned in the B^e^^y^^ T v - 

" \ Activities that invplve museum- qollections may be .e'bnvehie^ grouped into, 
-three ca;tegories (see Figure i)r ■ ' 

■. V / ' : V." ' ■ \ ^ I 

Initial' Activities , Wien an artifact pr specimen , is vfirg-tf.acqulrec^, ^ 4 
number of . things happen, The/^object must be. accessioned, re^^ered^ Idaiitified 
mndv pdeaibi^^ .In some museums a photograph |.i fZ^'^made as a routine 

pa,rt of thesa.^:"lnl|ialf Aetlvl^^ . ^ ^ : 

Qnfloins Activities / Oace the first surge of ae,ttvitlea has been .eoiagl#ted3 
most museim olpjects. rest In storage until they are needed^jFor's^ reBiarch'' ; 
project 5 or . an exhibit jV either at home or (on "loan) In soffle other musem, or 
imleBS -a defleriora^io^^ In the^ condition of the, objeet- Te^uires some conservation 
effort* ll la these "Ongoing' AcW are the essential business of ia, 

museim* The purpose of all of ;th& initial; a^^ simply, to' make the - 

ongoing activities possible, v ^^. - r. . - ; ^ 

jlgrmlnal Activit y, ^Eventuallys all museum objects are disposed of in one/; 
iway or another, \ The "Terminal Activity" of de-accesBionlng 'must /be mentioned in 
order^ tp.^ mojhi the cycle compltte* However , it is the gngoing activities' of the 
museum that, are important. v^^' /. - ; ' = . . ' . ^ ■ . 



J: \ When^he Bu^-^ ihe;key^actiYities which coinprise tha^ ■ iiib^syBtBrii'\V 

liave been, .defiteeds the iiext ^^tep in the analysis of an information/ system is to 
.dfeveldp a,clear^a£i precise statament of "^^hat is needed in ordat for those -~ 
r actiyities to be performed iD«Dst^^^ a "^at i&: needed" always boils dowi 

..'to having all of the iri^ormaMon req^uired for each defined ^abtivit^ available at 
, ttie rl^t time ^^ffili^plaae for t^^person who is .to perform the Activity j and to 
«LccoE^llsh '^hls^ks cheaply = as possible- . . ' : '' V-^ 

= / Seytfral thf ngs are^ lriypl^ Hovevery Infomat ion systems do have a 

me;^endable strudibure,' and 'tl^ systems analyst^ consciously or sub-consciously, ■ » 
Knws th§t^ 40n&lderati&h mus given to 'VotMi ^ ^ ; ^ v " 

' ;1, ffihe. infomatj.Gfl; sygtem —the forms that are used^ the flow- cS" data; a^ 
/the: taehni^es; by .^ich^^ t data are , manipulated^ either manual:^; or Jikphlne ' 
or botK^and" . * /- ^ ^ ■ : 1 ' - ■ 

; '^ 2* ^e'^lnformatlon conteAt- ^thte categorifrs ■ or elements of data that are^ 
beeded and^ ^bblejjis of^ ^yntax^^ authority ^ files j etc.* - i ; . ^ - 

From here on 5 in this paper/ i^fomation 
.contentjvnot id;th info or fo^s-and techniques of ^dkta , 

management* We iWai. use as > an. example' the r whlchs In a museims >ls usually ^ 

thought of as the primary/locus = of data about the collections j namely, the 
catalog* We 'will dCLirieate spme of the^Wnds 'of Inf^^ (the categories of 

dataj^hat are usually require^ as a b catalog repordss and 

then TO will look^^at - some of the problems of -'syntax and content that must be 
resolved^if - a catalog , record vis to ;S^e^^ purposes adequately* 

Some of ^he datt categories in; a typical museum catalbi are; ' 

. ■* ■ . ■ ' - - ' ■ ■ ' . 

Registration Number*. ■ ; _ . - / - , - / ' ^ ^ ' : " \ . ' " " 
■ Object Olass ^ ^ ^ : v / ' 

//;;t)bjec;l;. Ifame^ ^ ■ ^ ' ' ^ " - ' ^ - ■ 

. -^^ - Style^fTame ; - ^ ■. \ r ^ V'-^^-^., .. ^ 

■. ' Subject [Represented /■ ' ' ' • ■ - ' . ^ . ■ . 

Artist, or' Artisan' Name ' . ,■ • ' ■ ^ . - " * 

, M^er or Hanufacturer . . v 

. . Materials V from' which construn ted ^ . ' \ ' 
Techniques bf donstructlon , ^ - > 

: ^ : Place of^Origlri \ »^ ■ i = >^ ^' ^ = a.^^.. 

i y ^ate of Origin ' ■ - \ 

For each of these data categories thp systems analyst wquld determdne the 
source from which the data input is derived and the syntax or format in which 
the data should be organized in order for it to serYe as an effective means of 
eommuni^cation ;from, tl^ time record is prepared to the time., 

of use, perhaps many ^aars later. With some>categorles of, data (e^g;^ Date of 
Origin) this la merely .a matter of codifying the format of the entries. We all 
use the Gregorian calen|.arv and any four digit niimeral written in a data ' 
categoiry called "Date of Origlh" wlll'be aasmned to be an no Domini -in the , , % 
Gregorian system. However 5 with other;, 'data categories the situation is much ' 
more fiqi^lex,. ; V'V ' . ^ . . ^ ' " ' ' 



.1^ 



^\''^;^^Sysfe^/^ vorking bac^rds from/a staibaBderit. df • - ; ^ 

\ i^fd&ibibn riefede to tHi i^ecords reqt^ *o fill those nee^Si -iana. fj^om thete ^ 
:Mek to t^^^^^ kource of ; tach data element on aviery record., In €his :^rief . V .. ' ■ 
j^yeBanta.itiqtfs^'^ every •'bi^ ^f Information lAich a^peajs *^it a Sj^ical' oatal^ recoi*d : 

■ MO a^dt . be traced of origin. HoroVer,..! would like , to focui . . 
- -iq)^ tVo bf listtd alDoVer dbject Cla^s .and Object 

Haffig*\ Bd%h/of ttiese Bi^lginate from aii activity'iof data" ■generatioh^^iftiiGT^ takes .. 
place 'ipon after' an obj act is aetiiired. On pio- , illuetr Aibn;^^ig}^fi l)^^^ ; 
thle^the ttetiyity;of "Identification," ' V V • 

■ \r \v \ : ^ \ :^ ' ; . ■ r : ■ . \: '^-..^ " ' .v-^ " ' .;• 

\. Ideirtif ieation m&y be^ defined as the claselfl^Alon aiid nming of ^ a^ 
X; ; UJ^t la J More in^orta^tly^ thoughs iderrtifidation la the /^^^ " ; 

)-\ claiiiHoation and^ n^irig o the object according to gome internally Qonsl stent, 
ajid generally accepted,' system of nomenclature. Identif j.catl'O^^J^ an eBseritial 
museum activity tegard^^ the nature of the colleotlon---natural sJ^ 

' . apeciMe:^s.V art dbjec .Mchaeological qt - ethnographic ; ^^^l^^ : . . / \ 

. ^ ' ^ aartif dote — ^f or it i,B- the activity,; of placing a particular obJ act into a / 
' ' ffltanlngful category vii-a-vis the rest 0 percelyed iforld of expe^iencei 

' UiflCeSB \thls activity- is performed properly^ the; artifact or specimen— especially 
■ , in a large museum~may Just as well not be In the museum iollectlons at all for 
: ; ' there ^11 be no sygtematic way of ever locatirig it again when it la needed for 
a reseaasch project or aji esAiblt or loan. Identification and 5' 'vd.th most 

■ collectioney^ registration (registration is sometlmei omitted irtth natwal 
sc-lence sprflmens ) proyide the only data about a musew febJeGt which are carried 
over to ever^ record of that objedt * Whatever i other Infomation there may be on 
a record the document m be meaningless unless the o'bject vhich the record : 

: represenita can be recognized within a framework of some system, of nomenclature 
and 5 /usually 5 within" some system of registration, , ' ^ , ^ \- ' . ^ 

' . " Let us look at a fewNexajmples both to. see how the Identifioatlon activity is 
performed and to examine -me problems Involved. If someone brings a "pretty ;■, ; * 
. . roQk" into the museum, a Curator of Geolo^ could readily Identify It as^ ^ 
*/. pferfeapB, Azurlte. Ifj the nasrt days a Curator of Orn^ an ^ ^ 

laa-^ern Mueblrd^'the specimen wou^d be identified 6n the^TOisium records as- 
S^lalla el Alls . In both of these cases there is. a generally accepted anid ■ / 
, ' , infernally eonsl stent system of nomenQiature to which the curatprlcan refer as a 
basis for accurate gjid^posit lye Identification of the specimen, But^ ii another 
museums a o-urator who acquireB a>model--T Ford roadster wo^d have to ask i Is 
this artifact to be Identified as a transpbrtatiori device? An automoblfe? (Or 
/ even with the more collonuiai term ''car"?) Or stiuld it bfe identified as a 
I roadster?' As a Ford? Or as a model-tf? At "the same time another curator might 
acquire a Renaissance Revival side chair and have to struggle with the ssmm 
kinds, of L^uest ions : Is this- object - clwsif led as f^niture'? As a side chair? ; 
\ As a. chair? Or do^e it take all four words in orden to properly identlftr it? . ; ^ 

... ... . ■ . . . .. . I - . |i ... ■ - 

\ '. >.;','^ese illustrations are not unusual.. Kiey serve only' ^o point ^up^^the-^f act- 
\ ; : ' that' there is at the present tlme.fno sy stem of nomenclature r that Is acceptable 

as a bEsls^ for identification of man-made artifacts j . and there are few systems' ' 
of n'om;enclature even for small groups of artifacts, ; ' .* 
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: ' ''It appeals as tKottgh there are ^ two interrelated r^aeone why no one lias ever ; 
•attejaptea. to- .do for thf a^ea of mM-made artlfactual-mterial^ 
initiated f or. *the natural seierioesi y - ' - . : . ; 

In the first places It is not: easpr-to see any uhif^ring thread that' 
carries throughout . the field bf, mm* e artif actual remains. = At least to hl^Te 
been unable to find anyone \rho has laid cialmtto a rationale- that . could serve , ae 
the basis for an internally consistent taxonony, ^ — m - ^ . . 

2* Perhaps even more Impo^antj thoughj prior to thej Invention of cbiaputere 
and the initial attempts to create Gonputerl zed musei^ ca^ t^e need for a 

rational eystem of nomeml^t'or^ tor artifacts ^di|L not become 

apparent. M. mB\|nly aftfer coi^uters TO^ ailetuate for the 

creation of large-^fec^e eataiogs ^ ^ ajid" only after prograamlhg systems were- ; 
create^ so that thefe^ cbi^uters* could^ in fact^ do tfLe Jobp^that we r6B.llged 
Bomething^was jtill missing ^ ^ The comBiiter has forced us tp recognls^e the ^ lack . 
of precision and the lscki^f eon|lstency in our musetum catalogs. ¥e; now; realise 
"that many of tKe..eatalogb prevlpusly: maintained with manual proGesiing systems 
could have be^n substMtially 'mo!^e useful than they vers if the 6bj ects had been 
identified initia4..iy,.^lthln a frmework of a / = 

nomenclature , E^rK^aster^and more sophisticated t&chnlgues for the- proceislng 
of verbal data haW.^&i^ed us^ to recoil ze^ but j hot to ec^vep the more, baslc^ 
prdbj.ems of precision and consistency, . , ' - ^- . 

At the Margaret Woodbmr Strong Museim we have undertaken to: solve thti 
problem — ^of necessity for ourselves md^ hopefully's in the prociss-for : 
others— by ereating 'a iystem ot nomenclatip'e for the identification of man-made 
objects ^and 5 on .the basis ^of this ^ a museum lexicon" or the onomastie octopus 
Th% word Qnomastic is. derived: .from^^; the Greek root 5 onpAa (as in bnqmatopoetlc 
and synonomousk /.It means "relating to or oo^sistlng o£ naines . " The usage here 
was ■ suggested by; SobeEt E. 'Springer^ Registrar of xhe' Hen||^!Ford MuEeusi and 
Greenfield Village, when he wrate tfiat they ^were pleased to be . contrlbutlrLg yet 



another tentacle to our onomast^c octopus, ' . ; ^ 

A lexjcori .is a standardised word .list * As 'the team is used here, it le ; ^ 
synonymous wl-^h/the special' definition of a thesaurus 'developed by the AmeriQan 
Ns^ionar Standards Institute (197^ 1 l|9) r " . * ,a co^il^lon of words and ^ ; ^■ 
phrases; ihoi/ing syno^rmduss hiara^chicali^MM other refftlonships and ^- / , .. 
dependencies* ;f function Sf a lixlcon'^ is to provide, a standardised 
vocabii^ary 'for Infomation stbrage' and retrieval-. * . » ^ ^ , \^ 

' ' i' ' ■ ■ ' / ■■ ' -. • 

Our ajjiproac| to this project has been fairly straightforward. First /we 

created what we believe^ is a defefiisible rationale, that could serve' a^^^^ logical. 

basis fo^/ an "Eternally consistent lexicon Secondi we created a rigid and y 

car^fiiili^S&^flhpd hiarar^hical structure for the' 'teralnolo^r,. jtfili:dj we ^ 

enllsteft'/a large group of museums to help. develop xt he specialized word lists 

that would, he nedessary in a lexicon such as ,this,;; 'Bie work Is moving forward 

veiy rapidly p by means of remote temi'nal entry to the coffiputer at the 

University of Rochester 1 and will be published shortly by the American * 

Association for State and Local Hist oiy under the titles Noroenclatiire f Museim 

Catalo ging. \ \ " / ■ , ^ 



^ ;^rliii^ point 1 jwroiiia;iike to briefly for the .project 

— ; and the;; Merarchical^ gtructi^e MisA Him %mm. created, .^h&n ^ 1 "wllV shov a' fm^-^ \: 
■ ':yeKBmpd,QB' Qt^^B^ tlie;iepd.cqn will look U^e in final printed ^fo^.^; ■ •^ ■ 




In another l .suggest that common n^a^ " V; 
olDjeets ^iduld'be^ organ into 'broaa and. more narrow classifications onjthf^^^^ 
"basis :of krio™ dp presumed furfction, vitK the functional claSsificatidh^^^ 
rom sojae authoritatiYe reference such. 'as^ the Outline of CTultiiral Mater i^s -j 
, lurdpck), l^SdL).. She Outline does' sferye ^ar a good point df ftieginning, Hwever r 
(t) it eov^^:fili"^of majiklnd Just the physical oh J fptp^ 

resulted' from those activities ; ' and ( 2 ) it . olassif lea activities vgnd " ..r 
''\ • objects on the basis of seven different .jrinc.i^ -"It does not provide toy' 
■ r sihgld rationale that could b^^iised as'>- basis fpln "a 'precise , syst^^ ; ' T :7 
ncmenclature* \ ■ * - ^ . ^ [\-: \ ' , ■ . J.; y^^^.,^ 

^ ■ 1, ^ : .Bie.ele^^^^ developed at the' /Strong Mupeim^ 4 " 

assui]^&on!.^hafe^^^ man-made objlpt,;^as^ qrigln^lly created to 'fulfill .some ^ /; 
=fuhctioh ;or flHii^ and^ fu^hir^-that^ original ^^^^ thtf^phly- commop^^,^^ 

-::-^''--aenomlnator that 'is present 4n''-^sia^->^^ the artlSi^s . of .manj hovever simple -^or 

. ■ '. complex, Tliusp at'^ the top or^hxgliest level In a^y--AlerarGhy of classifyitig and^ 
nimihg man-made artifacts there c^n be no coMistent orgajiizlng principle other ' 
than' the known- (or pressed) reason vhy each object ms originally created* 

.The concept vof original function-is an ImpoHant part of -this statement. 
Cigar store Indians/ for exarnpl^^^^^^ cre^e4:i^rlginall7 as trad^ signs for ■ 

retail tobacco sHo^. Only ih^:¥ecerit year*s^-^av^ 
\- de c or atiW objects. Simil^^.-rstatrii^n'^ could be'^wde 
V "cdll^c^les * " The reasor^f or owning ^a^ object ^ay change through times Just 
..v^'t'^'/^ a but-; the driinal^^iinction .of my man-mad^ object remains conStajit* \ 

■ Some of the objects crea^d by man ( fortunately^ not too mat^jr;) TOre ^ 
originally intended to. serve moi^e^^^^t^ a single purpose. This is most dOnaaonly. 
' tound among utilitarian ^obj^cts ^ich were also used, for .advertising or sales ^ - 
promotional purposes s VGoca Cola signa that are also serving v^tr^^ mirror^ ;o^; 
thermometers I glass" rolling pins that ' w^*#v sold f Hie 
" :and so on. Also there is some aversion on therpart of archaeologists to 

-inferring the ^fun^ti6n/rf?f a prehistoric artdfact when the original purpqse for 
creating' the object cannot be ^ ascertained with certg^lnlty, / - 

Gur at orial Judgment imu be exer^sed witi^ach^pgrt artifact in 

; " 'aetferMhlng the pri^ry^,,Qriginal function. However p with a few ^guidelines in 
. ; "^ profeiem areas* , the. principle, of original function ^Has been foimd to\be a ' V 
* workable rationale for tbe classification and namng of man-mside objects* Of ^ . 
1 equfil iM^ortajice is the / fact, that' so far no viable alternative tb this .rationale 
. /has' appeared, - : \ \ J ■ . ■ 

. V The museum lexicbn descrfbed here consists o^^hree hie'rarchically related 
levels of terminology : (l) ■ a cqntroiled list' ^f-malbr categories | (g) . a ' 
controirbd list of classification terms | ;Md;f 3) an-, open-ended list of ^object;^ ; 
:' -v names*^ ' , ■ ' ' . ' \- . ; ^ ' . _ i:'-^ 
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V^:■ . (Figure S)- are a verjr H^'^e^.'^^'t o^" ■■ ^ I 

iV^^'V ■ . ^ a^vi|ions which' Mgl^ , ' in & manual ■ filing -eysteia^^^^ r^he lapis ott'-fi^e'''/',,. ' 

' ;; ^/ dxmmtB QT t^; % sepa^i^e =maJ6^%rdups of ea^alog ^ards^ mmir^ 

. '^''^C,i>roba^3Lj^^ a lower cortier <if eactffcard to^ l BQCtloii^ 



'of the file i^era that card helongs,* Howavers thera= would. l^e^ to- 
l^recoi'd the major category' Barnes ©ri'th# ind^^ 'u. * 

■ v""-^'"'"' ' . -"'t'^ "' ' v;^?'"- - ^i^'' 

.u.i(; Gia^ifica^ion^ 'jfeerM are careful tha^^maj or 

■ ^^eategori^s which lE^e' it^ separate the records into more ^r^f 

' functlohal. classes^ (see Figure 3) w In the aggrtegatei they comprise a to list 

or; &uthori^y flip I'^hlcH i^ used during the ' Idetffcifieation prqcesa*; , In a cai'd 
/^ca/teLlpgj -for, ftxa^ the tem^appropriateBtp^m^ 

" recorded xn one of the ijpper corhers of each c^pd^slnce thle; is the te4ttK?tjhat 
" ;would be used as a baBls for fiJ.in^;:Xorx^ocatlri#^^ the proper 

'mB!^OT, hB^Qp^:i,fllm di;awer, . Iri" a computerised oatalog the data category oaUed" 
^pbym^^&lMMi^^'yo'^dL be a separate field In each record* . \' s v 



Object naJftes may, be thought of as further subdlylslons of the ciaeslflaatlon 
terms/ In a card catalog 'the object name might, bie recorded in the. upgej* corner : 
of each card bp]^ site ^rom the corner/u$^d for^ tH^^ Fllihg 
wou^^:;,/be done5;;^irst;ii;;^ c and within each elasilfication term. 

^c^^-'^ip^^Qt xi^^ii^^^i^^Iji a G bmput er i z e d c at albg - " 'Ob J e et 'Name " would be. :a aep^at e ^ 
Tield. _ '■^\ ■' . ^ v •-.^ : ^ 



. Evtn though^^^^^d^^ naSnes ;are considered as subdiviiioni of claasif ication . 
^ermsi there are Important distinctions between these f^d levels of teMiinQlo©rr 

1* Classifloatlori 'terns are^ carefully predefined and should be used without 
modificatiorii ;any list of object n^es must be open-ende'd 80 that it daii" be \ 
expanded, ■/ ■ -Z'": '■- ^ ' ". 

2* Cla^slf icatign* terms , like major categories ^' are - based upon the\. iihgle 
rationale of original 'fymct ion | m object noie may-imply fim&tlon Cs-g*.3 the 
'function of shears is to shear ), but thiM is more the exception than the rule, 
^e common names* used to identip^ toTO-made obJe'cts.;are extremely variable* 

3* -^ Classification terms are worded so that eaeh^teMi is .unii5[ue-.--i*e» ^ it . 
appears only one place In the entire lexicon strifcturei an object name may ^ 
appear /as a subdivision, of more than one' classif ication term* 



Ihe l exicon entriep are being compiled according to the Amerlcaij National 
Standard Guideliries for ^esaurus' Structw Construction, anfl tfgg (AmarlQan ^ 
National Standards 'Institute 197^) . Recording conventions Include the 
following . V : ^ \ . ; ^. >. , ' 

1* S_olid Capital letters are used' to indicate acceptable' clasalf ication 
tems and acceptable object names. Lower case letters- Cin a list' of otherwlBe 
acceptable terms) mewi tfiat; the^ particular phrase ^hoiild not be used, - In all 
^caeeSj ;beras tha;t are not acceptable are: followed Immediately by m ■ ; 
crdss--reference to guide the reader to . the prope^^ termlnolo^. * 



ERLC - 



■ J 



Category. 1 
Category 2? 
Category 3: 
Category 4: 
Category^ 5: 
Category 6i 
Category -7% 
Category ,8: 
Category J: 
Category 10: 



qategory 11 : 



Structures 

Building Furnishings 
Personal Artifacts 
Tools and Equipment 
Communication Artifacts 
Transportation Artifacts 
Art Objects" 
Recreational Artifacts 
Spcletal Artifacts' , 
'Packages and Containers . 
tJnciasslf ikyie Artifacts 



, . P i^r e - 2 ' : ■ 
.Major Artifact Categdrles 



f - 
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Category 8: Recreational Artifacts V . . / ^ 

Artifacts originally created to be used as toys or in 
f ; ^ " carrying on the activities oi sports, games, gambling or • 
/ . ; ^PWbli^^^entertalnm = r 

'r' . ': 'GAm . I' l ' - . ^' ■'. ' 

V r/v An artifact originally created for use in a cQmpetitive 
. .activity based upon chance/ problem-solving and^ ' 
calculation as opposed to physical effort j and conduoted 
s according to rules; Includes all forms of gambling 
' ^ devices; see also SPORTS EQUIPME_NT and TOY = . 

PUBLIC ENT1RTAINI4ENT DEVICE ' ' , 

' Anvartlfact originally created for^ use In the production 
of non--oorapet It Ive^ spectator, entertainment; see also 
- SPORTS EQUIPMENT ^ ^ ' - 

RECREATIONAL DEVICE 

An artifaat originally created for use In a; " 
. participatory^ usually non-competitive, recreational / 
activity other than, an thietic game or exercise; 
■ \.- ^ includes equipment for which- a use charge is normally 
made (e.g. / a carousel,' a pinball machine) as well as 
the free facilities of a public park (e,g*, a swing, a 
^ slide); also dnclude^ the same types of equipment when ^ 
/ . privately owned . ^ ' / 

SPORTS EQUIPMENT , ' 

An artifact originally ^created . for use In a physical .r 
. activity that is coftipetltlve or recreational; includes 

equipment iised in all forms of. athletic "games and 
.exercises, whether the- participant Is. a professional or 
an |.mateur and the ^activity is an Individual .or a team 
' sport; see also GAME, TOY and R^ICREATIONAL DEVICE 



TOf 



An artifact originally created to be a playtHlng"; may 
be representattpnal (I.e., a small-»slzed reiproduction. 
of a furictibnal object, a person pr_ a creature) or 
non-representetlonal Ce,g* , a ball, a top, a kltfe); a 
toy is created primarily to , be played with, a craft 
object is primarily for- display ) see DRIGINAL ART,' 
Category 7); "see- also GAME, ^ SPORTS EQUIPMENT and. 
RECREATIONAL DEVICE ^ ' 

, ) Y Figure 3 ; ; 

^mple Classification ^i^^^.:......^^...-.^.^^^ 
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: . 24 Clais&ifi^ig^iorr ttei^i jotject na^es;.;rioi*mall3r appear. In -'ttie sihgi|lar f; ' 

rather than the plural fom* : ±n " a ^oi^iiteriEed system;- it is'^ e^erit£ai' t ; 
, teiin',;^ entered sKactajr the same :¥ay; ^ach time 'and that this in the;* s^e .form 
^ that;wl used for retrteyal* Since museiffls ^GUstQ^ ^ . 

Itemsg 'the cohventldn "of -using ^ singular tefMriM^ seems the more.. appr^^ . 

. / 3- ."idultiwrd terms =are iexicon 'in one .of^ tvb/t^iv; If t^^:=: 

words are customa:pil3r thought of as a unlt^ that ls the way they appear^ For 
example^ pHrases^ such, as BODY PEOTfiCTDR and IRISH HAIL wuld r' 

traversed, Ho^everj if an item logically ifouid^he retrieved as a subdivision' of 
a larger category , .the .antry ..appears ±n\ the lexicon alphahet-ised "under the" ' . - 
larger terms follo^red by .a comma 5 and the less " inclusive term* For exa3]ftj>lei ■. 

■ / "/ (larger/term) . ; 5 , ^ ( teuJfix qualifier ). • — 

:: :: ..^ mask . i ' ; ^ ^catcher^s ■ : - \ '-^i^v^ 

. ■-^^^V- ^^:Vv ^ ; PMTO/;" ' SMOOTHIE ^ .7 y ■ - y 

, .VHierever there is .any doubt 5 a crosp-reference guides' the reader tb / the v 
proper place. • ■ . • . ^ : ^ 

Seyeral .abbreviations and speGial terms- are - used i/ith .le^fSon- entries^ 

. d#f A definition of the term, immediately above, ^ V 

- ■ ^ ■ not e Ajiy : special lnfo.rination= that is necessaiy to the proper use. of the" 
*- tern immediately above, ■- _ r ' ■ " ■ ^ =^ \ ■ 

rt Related term, ^ ^is is a suggestion to the reader to" consider other 
. / _ ■ terms which might be more's appropriate in^ naming an ohjedtr 

^ ' use \ Ihls' viil .raoat'- often' appear follo^ng terms= that are: unacceptable :• _ 
= " \ ' . (as indicated by lp¥er case type)* It" is a.gulde to thfe use^^^^ to ^ 
- suggest an^ alternate 3 correct . tera,^'^^ ^ . ' / ' 

/ ref V A numeric reference to the bibliographic entry usad^ to prepare the 

\ \ list of pbjpet names within ^a classification teria. ^ ' . ' 



. figures" k and 5 are ;exMple^ . of lexicon, pages . Figure k is /.a ssmple- page 
printed on the computer in hierarchical fomat*' TOiuSs'for each major artifact ^• 
category J the accepf able "eras e if 1 cation t erms ^ ate shoim at . the margin 5 ' and '"the. 
_obJect names are listed alphabetically as subdivisions of the elassificatlon . 
terms*. ^ Figure 5 Is a sample page of obj ect .name tei^ 

straight alphabetic order ^ t^ith the corresponding; classification terms' shown in. 
:the -coli^m^^o -the right.; -" -^ ^ . = * > . - . - ' 

=i Please note that thgse are only sample pages, created as; Iriterim print-out ^ 
*to .show the structure of the eoittputer "prepared^lexicon. l^smy addltlorial /entries 

will be interspersed. Mong the terma .on bath of these pages before the. lexloon ' 
^is .complete* . v ^ ^ ■ . ^ . . , ' 
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- Recrei'titfnal ArWacts 




SPO^XS "EQUIPMENT (cont.)' 

, SWIM m&K 
' ' -SWINGING ROPE . 
. ~ TAJLE TEJINJS PaDDL-E 

; TACKLING DtJM^r 
:■ ' TENNIS' PADDLE 
TETJNIS Ri^CFCET 
. Tenpin /. . 

: use BOWUlsrG PIN 
TE-fHERBALL- 
-rOBOGGAW 
TRj^MPOLINE n 
• "'TRAP ' ~ ^ 

T^PEZE ' 
YA.ULTIKG HC^SE 
VA.ULTIKG POLE ' 
. ' . VOLLEYBALL 

-WRIST DE'VEtOPER ■ ■ , ' * , , 

tVrist guard ' , ' ' . " 

.' der An ariifact' originally cfea^^^^^ to be a jIayMngr*raay be representational (i.e., a 
small-sized reproaiiction of a functtional ^object, a person or a creature) or 
. nln-represefltational Ce.g., a baU, a .top, a kite); a toy,.is created Ariinarily to bfr played 
■ with", a craft object is primarily for dUpIajr (s&e CREATIVE ART, 'Category 7); see also 
GAME, SPORTS EQITIPMEHT and RECREATIONAL DEVICE ■ ^ 

ref (27) (29) (68) " , 
' note Tm as an object name eitKer oiw of th.e following terms oi, for a representational toy, 
.-, any other acceptable object ii?me - • ' - ..■ "' ' ■ 

BALL - = ^ ' ■ . ' ' 

BANK . ■ • " • ' * I 

BEADS, STRIISGING ■ - ■ • 

beanbAg ■ ■ , ' . 

BELL toy " _ , . 

Bilboquet = ' . .. - -.^^i"' ' , , ' 

use CUP AND BAtL ' ~ ' 

BLOCK- , 
BLOCK, BtJiL-BIHG ^ ' • 
BLOCK, pArQU^TBY ' . '/ ~ , " ■ " 

BLOCK, TELBSCOPIC '- , ' . • ' ' . K 

CAP EXPLODIR . . 
CAP PISTOL ' • - . 

Chinese puzzle 

use BlOCKS, PARQUEtRV 



Sample, Lex:ica:i Page . - 



SHIELD • - 

SHIELD ■■■ MINING T&E- 

.-.SHIN GUARD't . ■ :.. SPORtS- EQUIPNtENT 

SHINGLE BUTTER : . .-iS.'.^. WOODWORKING' T&E^ , - 

SHIRT , .: cfOTHING, OUTERWEAR 

. SHIRT, P(ao / . . ....... CLOTHING, OJJTERWIAR ' - 

: -Shlit, T' , . ' ^ ., ' 

lise T-SHIRT - 

■• SHOCKER, CORN r .. . AGRICULTURAL T&E 

SHOE '. .v. ...... . CLQTHING, FOOTWEAR 

SHOE' GAME 

HSHOE, TENNIS . . . . CLOTHING, FOOTWEAR . , .. 

^HOE, TOE I ...... / clothing, footwear . 

Shoe spreader r / , . ,i 

me TONGS, SHOE-SPREADING ' ' ' ' , . 

SHOEHORN ... ..... , . . . .... . . . . toilet ARTICLE 

SHOEING SJANQ' METALWORKIJJG T&E 

SHOESHINS KIT BUILDING ACCESSORY > ' 

SHOE'sHINE KIT ... :". . . . : '. PERSONAtJGEAR 

SHDETREE ... . # : ... . . . A. . BUILDING ACCESSORY ' 

SHOFAR CEREMONIAL ARTIFACT 

SHOOTING BOARD -1. WOODWORONG T&E , 

. £t MITER SHOOTING BOARD /- . ■ ■ 

SHOOTING ST^ICK . ; , . . . . . ....... . ; . PERSONAL GEAR 

■SHOOTING S'TICK .-. PRINTING ME ; ' 

SHOP . . . BUILDING 

SHORTS . . . ... - .' . CLOTHING] OtJTET^^EAR 

SHORTS CLOTHING, WDERWEAR ' 

SHORTS, BOXER ..... . . . . . , . . . /, , CLOTHING, UNDERWEAR 

SHOULDER LOOP . .... PERSONAL SYMBOL P , 

SHOULDER MARK . .... . . . , . , . . : , PERSONALSYMBOL ' " " : 

SHOVEL, BLACKSMITH'S .... . . ..... . METALWORKlNjG t&E 

^ SHOVEL, GRAIN , . .. . , . . , ;. .... . . . . ; AGRICULTURAL T&E ; ; , 

Shovel, Potato . ■> ' ■ ■ :i-/:'::iu\ - ^ 

; ; ;use FORK, VEGETABLE SCOOP ' . 

SHOVEL, p6wER ^r.'^.»... .. v :. CONSTRUCiribN T&E V 

Shrank V ^--.V- , ■ ■ 

uw WARDROBE ^;Vj V. ' ' , . • , 

SHREDDER, FLAIL -IfJlf . . . i . AGRICULTURAL T&E'' ^'irv . 

Shredder, Stalk,, ; S • ' ' . ' ■ ^^!'r-':Aft;' • '■ 

'use CLJttER, STALK ' 

; SHRINE,,;^ ... . . . M'."!-:'^ BUILDINCja 

■ rt^MOMJMENt. ■ ; . 

.SHRfNE -: . -■ . . . . . . . . ..... CEREMONIAL ARTIFACT , 

/'rt' ^^bIiouary ■ 

• SH'RINKER, TIRE/AKIE ......... ... . METALWORKING T&E 

SSHRINKING MACHINE, COMPRESSIVE . . TEXTILEWORKING T&E ' 1 
SHROUD ... ... ."PERSONAL SYMBOL i 

'.' '.'v'' .' 'i- ''. ■':Figure-S ; : , 

■ ' Sample Lexicon Pag^ ' - ." 

' ■ Alphabetical . ' ' ' ' 



/■ . '^ it is anticipitfei that the lexicon 11 be p^lnelEslIy in one pt^tfo ■ r 

. Tmyss (l) Tsjr a person identifying an artifact ^for pu^oses/oS prej^jrtg . a 
■=,museim cg.talog entry^ and (S)..^; i^er^ . 
'V^^ = ; /'^ertalhfng'^ . ^ .. ' . ^ 

= Use gf . the J.eKi con to,. identify m my ^'tifact inTolres 5 first, selMtlngj|h« 

■ * .appr.6priatr major artl^ (from Flgure g) ^ : and then gotog. to the 

"of .^qbept^ classlfibation terms (Fig'ure 3) to choose ttfe term tliat bisV.^^"^ 
.= :.r-tim6^t±{B;^^ \ In practfiee the classif teflon term- are sufficient^ ft In r . . ' . 
number so th^ a^ cujrtftor ^reiponslhi^ collecttorti- ^an 

= qUiciay. red-yice to memdr^^ are most; frequently used. Once the - ^ j 

V. appropriate blase^ifldatiori^ terp has been seleGtels a ptorson nomally jfcura 
" ' '^^^^to the hierarchical- sectiob^of :the^ lextco tO; fiftd:r^*^^^;eat;aa^e^^ 

''the artit^eii.^^^^^^^ ^■'-A''-,- v/V. ■ V: a-^-I . z-^-- - .f -^>^'-': 

■ . - , ^Use o]^'the aexlcan' ai' an aid t;o searching, a dialog, inYoliree a #oaedui*e"- 

somewhat differe^ifS from art;ifatitV ^hsvfirst: ^earch 

^./,,st^' TOtja:^.:>e: th^;,t|ie'' s&ae lexipo%wi;s a:Gt%ial3^ us^C-When, thj \: 
f ; catalog ricS^ds were created, prigiriaia^p* ;^oHsasteM^ of terndnoaogy: hetw^^ri 
' : cataloging - ahd searchingV "df cow^g. is wtaV the lescicon: is all about * ■ On c^p 
. palst this hurda^eif-'i that a searcher .Is interested^^in^^ldpati^^ 

;^the recoMs pertaining^ to a partictaar ]^nd;.pf 61)Ject-^peri |11 of. th^. | - 1 ^ 
- engines -in the collection— the. nert "stej touM be to^ turn to thf alphabetic j , ^ 

• sectibn of ttuB lexicon. ■ Kiere it Is shown that engines might be foiafid in four 
sections. of the catalog, under: the clas^ificabion terms POtffiR PRO&UgniON ME, 

; ^^AGRICULTURMi' TAE-j/MINlW M this poiirt;;he qonli^vgo to the^cat^log^ 

/ ^ confidpht of finding all of the^ poSBihl^ ^ppriate^ artlf aats. \ . . - 

^ "^I^^i/rcoiS^ut^riEe^^^ * 

depending ypon the particular co]^tit^ arid the package* of." computer programet 
■''Howaver^ .the same principler apply: , .A^ search" for the. ^rd^OIO could 'fee ^ade 
■ within the data category ■"ObJect"Name-% and thf , Records " on all^^ngines wou^-^p. 
^ : retrieved ^-ryegardless of the classification "terias used Hrtien different englije|' 
1,^.. , w^te catalbiea^::-p^^^ Oi^^^as an alterriativ-ep the search could be 

i|£f^l:';resti*irt classified .asftb^EV or 'it .eo | \ 

JISM^-i^esiricted even further' to^ s^ect out only t^ engines p ^Ich orlginappdw^' 

||gfifC^,'England couid te narrOTed in ma^^^other ways/, ■ ■ '■^' ■^^^-x ' \ ' r - 

- The methods usid^^search ^gew. c al^t^s 'vary ^dependinB 

■"'■ r: We way in -^ich, the catalog^ is maintained physically^,; jv^egardlees thep ^ 

* ; cataloging meffl^p^hou^, a meaningfiil and co^retiensi^vsearch is ^ossittle ; 

= only ■ -^en . the -'Jj^ri records has ^vallafblg' a taowledge of the,: 

teminology usfed to ereate the records originally ^ and pnly when that ^^ '^ 
./ terminology was used consistently to create the original records*- ^It: appe5^s as 
^ though the only way these ends^ can be achieved le by using a lexlcqn such as ./ ; 
• that deserihedj both as ftri adjunct to the' initial Ms-eum actlirity of . ■ ^ 
" Identification .and dur%g all of the.^Qngoing museim ^aetiiritles - topfa.^invplve ; ,^ 



retrieval of catalog rei^ords, 
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i'lexicoh\ wili not solv#^= all muse'um.;catalpglni ^^^lems. • In fact It will 
D:^:^e0^Q- 'BM av^asis. myen^4*ors ths^;doi^lete.. i of e^erj^vmn^madfe \ 

obj&^t^., ^^'^:Subsl'dlai^ mnd, jftWaps's other informatibn is /■ 

^ necessary for tHe Identification 'of sotne^- cpllections, Howeyer^ 'the lfeMqoii,^mll; ; 
' provide a. eoDifflon starting point/ In the IndentificatidnL^actlvj-^y ^ asv ^e ^ 

; havi\ B^en^ is crucial to:-tlie G effort in every mOTeum," . • 
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